Summer 2012 Proposal/Prospectus Boot Camp Application

Please fill out this form by typing your answers in this Word document and emailing it as an attachment to gwc@gsa.asucla.ucla.edu by no later than Monday, July 16th, 2012 (please type “proposal boot camp” in the subject line of the email). You must answer all questions that apply to your situation and write N.A. for the questions that do not apply to you. 

Section I. – Basic Information

1) Name:

2) Email address:

3) UCLA Student ID Number:

4) Department:

5) Degree Objective (e.g. Ph.D., M.A., etc.):

6) Is this a doctoral thesis or master’s thesis?
7) Are you advanced to candidacy?
 

8.a.) Which boot camp are you applying for? (please mark the check box)  

Humanities/Arts: Thursdays, 5:30-8pm, August 9, 16, 23, 30; Sept. 6, 13

Social Sciences: Tuesdays, 5:30-8pm, August 7, 14, 21, 28; Sept. 4, 11 

Sciences/Engineering: Wednesdays, 5:30-8pm, August 8, 15, 22, 29; Sept. 5, 12

8.b.) Will you be able to attend all 6 sessions of the boot camp you marked above? If not, please explain why. Attendance for all sessions is mandatory, but we will consider people who will miss one session for a legitimate reason.

9) How many hours per week will you have available to work on your prospectus during August? (minimum required: 20 for humanities & social sciences, 10 for sciences)

10) Will you have access to your advisor or another faculty mentor to discuss methods, research design and other field-specific issues during the program?

11) Will you have completed the research (reading) and other preliminary work, such as preliminary data collection (if expected in your field) so that you will be really ready to start writing by the beginning of August?

12) Will you be able to complete the homework assignment for the first session (see website) and keep up with other required assignments throughout the program? This will, at times, require a substantial amount of time and writing.
Section II. Proposal/Prospectus
1) Please describe what your advisor expects for your prospectus/proposal in terms of length (number of pages double-spaced) and components/sections (such as abstract, literature review, annotated bibliography, chapter breakdown, etc.). (If you have not spoken with him/her about these specifics, please do so before submitting your application.)

2) Please describe by section how many pages you have written.

3) How well-defined are your research question(s), methods and hypotheses (if applicable)? Please describe them in a short paragraph or two.

4) Describe your current challenges with proposal/prospectus writing and why you would be interested in the proposal/prospectus boot camp.

5) If English is not your first language, would you be interested in special sessions targeting ESL/EFL writing issues, if we are able to offer them?
Section III. – Dissertation Information

1) Please see the chart on the next page titled “Paltridge’s Four Thesis Types” and tell us which type most closely matches your dissertation’s structure: traditional simple, traditional complex, topic based, or compilation based.

2) How long is an average dissertation in your field? (answer both)

Number of chapters:

Total number of pages:

3) For students in social sciences and related fields, will your research be quantitative, qualitative or mixed?

4) Please attach a 300-500 word abstract of the project.

Paltridge's Four Thesis Types
Thesis and dissertation writing: an examination of published advice and actual practice, Brian Paltridge. English for Specific Purposes, Volume 21, Issue 2 , 2002, Pages 125-143 (doi:10.1016/S0889-4906(00)00025-9).
	Traditional Simple 

1. Introduction 

2. Literature Review 

3. Materials and Methods 

4. Results 

5. Discussion 

6. Conclusions 
	Topic Based 

1. Introduction 

2. Topic 1 

3. Topic 2 

4. Topic 3 

5. Conclusions 

	Traditional Complex 

1. Introduction 

2. Literature Review 

3. (Background Theory) 

4. (General Methods) 

5. Study 1 

· Introduction 

· Methods 

· Results 

· Discussion 

6. Study 2 

· Introduction 

· Methods 

· Results 

· Discussion 

7. Study 3+ 

· Introduction 

· Methods 

· Results 

· Discussion 

8. Discussion 

9. Conclusions 
	Compilation Based 

1. Introduction 

2. Background to the Study 

3. Research Article 1 

· Introduction 

· Literature Review 

· Materials and Methods 

· Results 

· Discussion 

· Conclusions 

4. Research Article 2 

· Introduction 

· Literature Review 

· Materials and Methods 

· Results 

· Discussion 

· Conclusions 

5. Research Article 3 

· Introduction 

· Literature Review 

· Materials and Methods 

· Results 

· Discussion 

· Conclusions 

6. Conclusions 


� Some departments require a prospectus/proposal after students have advanced to candidacy by passing a PhD exam. Others require a prospectus/proposal defense in order to advance.





