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Stages of the Process 

1.Having a paper worth submitting 
2.Finding a Journal 
3.Revising for the chosen journal 
4.Submission 
5.Revision regarding reviews if 
applicable 



 

  

Having a Paper Worth 
Submitting – Where to Start 

• Course Paper 
• SAW Paper 
• Seminar Paper 
• Independent Study 



 

How to Find a Journal 

• Recommendations from faculty and 
colleagues 

• CVs of professors in your field – where 
are they publishing? 

• Articles you cite 
• Browse the library/Ask a reference 
librarian  



 

   

 
    

  

How to Find a Journal 
• Browse online 
• LexisNexis 
• Westlaw 
• HeinOnline 
• ExpressO 

• Search journals by subject matter 

Note: keep an eye out for Special/Symposium Issues related 
to your work. They have less article submissions, plus you’ll be 
in contact with other scholars in your field 



 

 
 

   

Types of Journals 

• Subject-matter Journals/Current issue-
based 
• School-based Journals 
• Regional Journals 
• Westlaw and LexisNexis by state 
(i.e. CA) 

• Interdisciplinary Journals 
• Online vs. Print 



  

   
  

  
       

    
  

Publication Strategy 
• Work with your advisor/faculty member to determine a 
publication plan 

• For example, your advisor might recommend a journal 
• Two publications: one in a Tier 1 journal, another in 

a Tier 2 journal 
• i.e., Tier 1 may be UCLA Law Review, Tier 2 may be 
the Entertainment Law Review; National Black Law 
Journal 



 

    
 

 
 

 
    

  

Words of Caution: Predatory 
Journals 

• Basic rule of thumb, if a journal is contacting you, 
investigate to see how reputable it is based on these 
factors: 
• Find where the journal is published 
• What institution is it affiliated with? 
• What is its publication history? 
• Is the journal indexed by databases you typically 
use? 

• Is it in the library catalog? 



  
 

 
  

Finding and Evaluating Journals for 
Publication 
• Read widely in your field 
• Check/Browse LexisNexis; Westlaw; 
Bloomberg; HeinOnline; etc. 

• Read footnotes of journals being 
published in that area 

• Check publication record of prominent 
professors in the field 
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Go to Journal Websites 

• About this journal 
• Types of articles 
• Instructions for authors 
• What to put in a cover letter 
• Do they accept student articles 
• Research each journal to see 
what kind of articles they 
request/formatting 



MANUSCRIPT PREPARATIO N 

Manuscr ipts shoul d be ty pew r itten wit h wi de marg ins on 8 .5 x 11- inch bo nd paper. All mate r ia l shou ld be 
dou b le-spaced includ ing n otes , ref e re nce s, ext ract s, po e t ry, a nd fig ure lege nds. Do not divide words at 
t he ends o f line s . Each sect ion of t he ma nu sc ri pt shoul d begi n on a sepa rate page . Th e t it le page sho uld inclu de 
t he author 's add ress and t elep hone numb er1 as we ll as fax num be r and e- m ail addr ess if ava ilab le. I f a 
p ro spec tive au t ho r w ishe s to re m a in a nony m ou s t o readers , ple as e s u bm it the t itl e pa ge sep a rate ly 
fr om the essay itsel f . Assem ble t he sect ions in t he fo llowin g order : 

• t itl e page 

• text 

• notes 

• wo rks cite d 

• figur e lege nds 

Ack now ledgm ents should appea r as t he fi rst (unn umb ered) note . I n general t he j ou rn al fo llows t he 
recom me ndat ions o f t he NLA Sty le Manual. For speci fic inst ructio ns on sty le contact t he ed itor ial office at t he 
addr ess below. 

Art icles fo r publicat ion may be submitted t hrough t he ScholarO neManu scripts web site . Click here fo r instr uct ions 
on how to subm it . 

FIG URE PREPARATI ON IN STRU CTIO NS 

The j ourn al encour ages t he submissio n of suitab le illus t rat ions. Prepare your figur es at pr int publicat ion quality 
reso lut ion, using ap plicat ions capable of gene rating high- resolut ion .t if fil es (600 d .p.i. fo r line d raw ings and 300 
d .p.i . fo r co lor and halftone artw ork ) . Th e print ing process requires your fi gur es t o be in this fo rm at if your paper 
is accepted for publicat ion. fo r useful infor mat ion on prepar ing yo ur fi gur es for publicat ion, go to 
ht tp:// cpc .cad mus .co,n/ da . Please also prepare a seco nd vers ion of your fig ures at low -reso lut ion for use in t he 
rev iew process; t hese ve rsions of t he figures can be saved in .j pg , .g if, .t if, or .eps fo rm at . Your fi gu re s wi ll nee d 
to be in fin al fo rm at , wit h all cr opping already do ne. For mo re inform at ion re ga rding fig ure requireme nt s and 
pre parat ion, pl ease go to ht tp://www. oxf ordjo urn a Is . or g/ fo r _ aut hors/ fig ures. ht m I. 

Aut hors are respo nsible fo r obtaining per m ission to reprint e><t racts and rep roduce ill ustrat ions. The perm issions 
fo rms should be suppl ied wit h t he fin al manus cr ipt . All necessary credits and acknowled gme nts should be 
included in t he figure legen ds . 

BO OK REV I EWS 

All copies of books to be cons ide red fo r review should be submitted to t he editor : 

Gordon Hutne r 
Depa rt m ent of Englis h 
Rm . 208 Eng lish Build ing 
Uni vers ity of I llino is 
608 S. Wr ight St . 
Urb ana , I L 6180 1-3668 
USA 

 
  

   

Journal Websites Continued 

Example of 
humanities, but 
similar to law journal 
website 



 
   

 
    

 
 

Typical Structures of Law Articles 
• Analysis and Implications of Recent Supreme Court 
Decision(s) 
• Proposed Model Statute/Statutory Scheme 
• Identify Trends in the Law and Apply to Actual or 
Hypothetical Facts 
• Identify and Analyze Circuit Split(s) 
• Current Policy Issues 



 
 

    
    

   
            

      

   

Organization of Paper 
• Introduction giving the context, argument, and 
significance 
• Present your thesis statement/key arguments 
• This is actually a time to state your conclusions! 

• Roadmap showing reader what you will tell them 
• “The paper will proceed as follows: Part I will discuss X; Part II will 
discuss Y; Part III will discuss Z.” 

• Body telling the reader 
• Background, Analysis, and Implications sections 

• Conclusion summarizing your argument 



    

    
     

 

     

Use of Headings 
• Do not be afraid to use headings, sub-headings, 
and sub-sub-headings 
• Helps you filter out irrelevant material 
• Acts as guidepost situating reader in the argument flow 
• Also helps with outlining 

• Reader should get a sense of your paper from 
headings alone 
• Think back to 1L memo writing 



 

  

 
  

 

Developing the Argument 
• General Rules 

• Do not have paragraphs overlap in substance 
• Each paragraph should have a single main point 
• State the main point in the first line (“topic sentence”) 
• Are you covering what is sufficient for you to make 
your point? 

• Are you missing something that will leave the reader 
confused or guessing at how you reached your 
conclusion? 

• Following these rules will help avoid disjointed and 
rambling paragraphs that confuse the reader 



 

   
  
     

     

 

  
 

    
  

  
 
 

General Formatting/Style Issues for 
Journals 
• Many journals prefer periods to be followed by two 
spaces (only one space should follow a colon). 

• Many law journals prefer automatic ellipses (…) be 
replaced with with periods and sticky spaces ( . . . ) 
(Ctrl+Shift+Space). 

• The Introduction and Conclusion are not typically 
numbered. 

• Always use the word “Part,” not “Section,” in footnote 
text and main text when referencing a section of your 
article. 

• Avoid the use of “i.e.,” “e.g.,” and “etc.” whenever 
possible.  If they must be used, they should not be 
italicized (except when “e.g.” is part of a signal) and 
should always be followed by commas. 

• Avoid excessive use of italics. 



      
     

     
      

      
        

     
      

       
       
       

     
       

        
     

Sample: Exemplar of Clarity 
• Plaintiff was standing on a platform of defendant's railroad after 
buying a ticket to go to Rockaway Beach. A train stopped at the 
station, bound for another place. Two men ran forward to catch it. One 
of the men reached the platform of the car without mishap, though the 
train was already moving. The other man, carrying a package, jumped 
aboard the car, but seemed unsteady as if about to fall. A guard on 
the car, who had held the door open, reached forward to help him in, 
and another guard on the platform pushed him from behind. In this 
act, the package was dislodged, and fell upon the rails. It was a 
package of small size, about fifteen inches long, and was 
covered by a newspaper. In fact it contained fireworks, but there 
was nothing in its appearance to give notice of its contents. The 
fireworks when they fell exploded. The shock of the explosion threw 
down some scales at the other end of the platform, many feet away. 
The scales struck the plaintiff, causing injuries for which she sues. 

Palsgraf v. Long Island Railroad Co., 162 
N.E. 99 (N.Y. 1928) (Cardozo, C.J.). 



 
 

  
 

   
 

 
   
    

 
     

Style: Persuasiveness Tips 
• Show rather than tell 
• Concrete examples substantiating an assertion are more powerful 
than conclusory assertions 

• Do not leave any assertion as unsupported 
• Make sure you use evidence to substantiate all your claims in the 
course of the paper 

• Maintain credibility: do not oversell 
• Are your arguments supported by the source material? 
• Do your claims go beyond what your expected audience would find 
reasonable? (“straight face test”) 

• Trust your intuition given your new understanding of the topic. 



 

Abstract 

• Argument 
• Topic of article 
• Analysis 
• Interventions 
• Implications 



"He Was a Sissy, Really" 
Queering Pacho by the Books 

Melissa M. Hidalgo 

ABSTRACT: This essay argues far a queer rereading of ] ose Antonin Villarreal's classic 
Chicano novel,. Pacho, by rnghUghting the role of ''books" as a le:itmotif that functions 
as a ring mechanism for protagonist Richard Rubio. In Pacho, books and dll they 
s~gn1J y co a spectrum o queer SOJ t, ruine mascu ~m,ty, . · om ~ e eJJ emmacy • :1, f " . .f. " , i • -,, l' . fr mal ,a . 

and emasculation to homosexuaUty and other non~heteronormative desires. I anabze how 
the narrative places Richard Rubio in a lineage of two queer masculine characters in the 
novel, Rene Soto and Joe Pete Manoel,. demonstrating the queer continuities symboUzed 
by a associate wit t itmotif of oo . . My ana&sis of Pocho seeks to intervene in 
current scholarly discussinns about queer reading practices,. gay Chicano and Latino Uterary 
pr,oiluction, an the imits o conventional cate urization o Jterature. Ultimatel , a queer 
analysis of Pocho reveals it:s uneasy,. if not troubled,. Uterary categorization as an otherwise 
nonnative a formative '' st canonica Cnicano nave. a ildungsroman,. creating 
new possi · ities or contemporary rer ings o such historic,. canonical c· icano wor . 

 

 
 

Humanities 
example 
but similar 
for law 
journals 



   

 
 

 

 
 

Steps of the Process & Who is Involved 

• You submit an article (some journals ask 
for a cover letter) 

• Article goes to editor 
• You wait for a response from the editor 
• Editors discuss your article 
• Editor advises you of their decision 



 

Article Titles 

Think in terms of keywords – what do 
people need in the title to find your article? 
• Topic 
• Object of argument 
• Object of analysis (if one) 



    

 

 
    
    

  
  

  

Submission Ethics 
• You can’t claim credit for the same work 
twice. 
• Don’t republish analysis. 
• Don’t republish text. 

• Submitting to multiple journals 
• Look at policy of journals 
• Most journals allow you to publish your 
article only with their journal 

• May have to withdraw outstanding 
submissions of same article 



  

Types of Decisions 

• Acceptance 
• Pure acceptance 
• Accept subject to revisions 

• Rejection: 
• Rejected but will entertain a resubmit 
• Pure rejection 



  
 

   
     

    

   
 

Types of Decisions 
Unless you’ve gotten an acceptance, you’ll likely 
have to revise your article substantially to be 
published. No matter the decision, make sure you 
• Make a plan for revision, either for that journal 
or another journal you think would be a better 
fit 

• Revise the article, get feedback from 
colleagues, revise again 

• Send out 



 
  

 
   

   

  

Why do Editors Reject? 
• Wrong fit for the journal 

(a journal-specific decision) 

• Too narrow/broad, off topic 
• Not scholarly (e.g., poor 
documentation, tone of course paper, 
not argumentative) 

• Not original, not significant 
• Theoretically or methodologically 
flawed 

(article-specific) 



UCLA LAW REVIEW 

Comm.ents Feed/back 

These filie n e:i;ely opi nions for your considera tion . 

l. Tihe Commen ts D epartn ent fou.!lld th e oonte:nt eng aging and . pmv ocative. 

2. We felt tha t the piece wou ld benefit mom a roadm ap to, outl iJJ1e the coming 

arguments: as v;rell as s,e,ctions an d subs ections ·to or-ga'l'.l!i.ze th ose ar-guments .. 

]_ W,e also hoped th at i!he author 1:night add! som propos als. to the pap er. The author 

is pe:rsuasi\' , that w , d.esper-ately need a shi ft in pe:rspe.ctive o,n this issu , but left 

us won · .e:ring wh at oper-ati.onal nex t st,eps 1ni ght look like .. \Ve fel t that a case 

study or i.Uustrative example might be a good. way to dem o,ns trnte how speci fic 

:rieform s could. impia.ct individua ls our s,ociety . 

Ple ase ema il LRCC E@lawnetuc La.edu with any ques . ions or concems . If you v;tiS:h to 

preserve an ony mity p,lea·~ , 1:nail con men t:s@Law.uc la .. edu. 

W truly apprec iate the tim a:nd effort you put into this p,ieoe and thank you for your 

s1.ibm ission. 

 Why do Editors Reject? 



   
  

    
   

 

   
  

 
  

 
 

Embrace Rejections 
• One of the most effective ways to improve your 
scholarly work is to have other scholars tell you 
what is wrong with your writing. Editors will be 
blunt and direct in ways that friends and 
colleagues might not be. 

• Rejections are not personal attacks. Most 
journals engage in a process of blind review, so 
they usually have no idea whose paper they 
are reading. They are judging the paper on its 
scholarly contribution, ensuring the integrity of 
the journal they represent. 



    
    

    

  
   

  
   

     

Embrace Rejections 
• Revising articles in response to editors’ 
suggestions develops your skills as a writer in 
a scholarly community. For example, criticism 
offers: 
1. An opportunity to be more aware of how 

other scholars read and understand your 
material 

2. An opportunity to learn how to anticipate 
and respond to potential criticism in future 
articles (thus, less time spent on revising 
future work) 



   

  
  

 

Steps of the Process & Who’s Involved 
• You get an email from an editor with a 
decision from the department that 
reviews student submissions 

• Depending on the response . . . 
• Respond to editors by: 
1. Altering article 
2. Resubmitting 



     
  

   
 

 
   

  

   

 
  
  

Once it’s accepted . . . you’re not done! 
I am delighted to accept your article/comment. . . for publication in 
Journal. 

Also attached is an Author Information Sheet that details the process as 
your article moves toward publication. 

FINAL MANUSCRIPT 
• Chicago Manual of Style 
• Make sure all works cited in the footnotes are compliant with the 
current edition of the Bluebook 

• Abstract 
• Secure permissions if necessary (for archival materials, images, etc.) 

THEN 
• Review and correct copy-edited manuscript 
• Review Author’s agreement 
• Review and correct page proofs (depending on the journal’s 
production schedule) 



 
 
  

  

After Acceptance 
• Schedule additional articles based on 
your publication strategy 
• Aim for diverse outlets 

• Be careful not to pull from your previous 
publication 



   

 
  

  
  
 

Establish Yourself as a Researcher 

• Upload papers on Social Science 
Research Network (SSRN) or your 
personal website (if copyright permits) 

• Maintain a SSRN account or a website so 
you can continue to craft your identity as 
a scholar 



   
        
 

       
        

 
    

   
 

   

V. Resources 

Additional Help 
• Resources on substance 
• Eugene Volokh, Academic Legal Writing (2005) 
• Jessica L. Clark & Kristen E. Murray, Scholarly Writing: Ideas,
Examples, and Execution (2010) 

• Elizabeth Fajans and Mary R. Falk, Scholarly Writing for Law
Students: Seminar Papers, Law Review Notes and Law Review
Competition Papers (2011) 

• UCLA Law Library Resource:
http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/researchpaper 

• Resources on style 
• Richard Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (2005) 

• Graduate Writing Center as a Resource! 
• See Law Student Publications Coordinator 
• Kate Hatch - hatch@law.ucla.edu 

http://libguides.law.ucla.edu/researchpaper
mailto:hatch@law.ucla.edu
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