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Stages of the Process 

1.Having a paper worth submitting 

2.Finding a journal 

3.Revising for the chosen journal 

4.Submission 

5.Revision regarding reviews 



     

  

Having a paper worth submitting -

where to start: 

• Course paper 

• Conference presentation 

• Completed data analysis 

• MA thesis 

• Dissertation chapter 



    

 

How to Find a Journal 

• Recommendations from faculty/colleagues 

• Articles you cite 

• Browse in library (current publications) 

• Browse online (e.g., ISI Web of Science) 



  

 

Types of Journals 

• Disciplinary journals - highest-ranked 

• Field journals 

• Regional journals - lowest-ranked 

• Interdisciplinary journals 

• Online v. print 



     

   

       

    

  

 

Finding And Evaluating Journals For Publication: 

ISI Web Of Science 

The European Reference Index For The Humanities 

and Social Sciences (ERIH PLUS) 

Prepared by William Davis 

UCLA, Graduate Writing Center, 2012 

Modified by Lauren Slone 

UCLA, Graduate Writing Center, 2015 



   

 

UCLA Library Hours Contact ~ -

Search Research & Teaching Support Locations News & Events Using the Library 

Start your research Project Highlights 

Books & More 

Artic les 

Databases 

Journals 

Research Guides 

Arch ives & Manuscr ipts 

!Search for a database title. 

0 Contains 

0 Starts with 

fFiMI 
What am I searching? 

Database titles and descript ions of what the database conta ins. The 
majority are licensed, subscr iption titles and will require a computer to 
be configured for off-campus access if not being accessed from on 
campus . If you do not find the database you are seeking, try searching 
the UCLA Library Catalog or Research Gu ides . 

Other Search Options 

Find Databases by Subjec!A!!' 
A-Z List of Databases �'llllllii;•-----

"Round Trip" Exhibition Showcases 
Library Photographs 

Follow a trip through Asia Minor by bicyde in 1891 al 
the Fowler Museum 

.ultv D 

ISI Website of Science 

Start at the UCLA 

Library Website 



   

 

A-Z Databases 
Find the best library databases for your research 

GID DATABASES Find Databases by TiUe 

All ABCDEFGHIJKLMNO 

58 Databases found Resel 

w 

wau Street Journal J' 
Full page and art icle images wit h searchab le full text , from 1984-presen t. 

WANFANG Data Centre J' 

Go 

PQRSTe Z# 

As an affi liate of Chinese Ministry of Sc ience & Technology , Wan fang Data has been the tea.d ing informa tion prov ider in Ch ina since 1950s. With a wide range of 

database resources and va lue-added serv ices , Wanfang Data has become a gateway to unders tand Ch inese cu lture , medic ine. bus iness , sc ience , etc. The 

UCLA Li brary has subscr ibed to five databases of wanfang Data : Po lic ies and laws of Ch ina ; Ch inese Compan ies and Prod ucts; Disserta tions of China; China 

Academ ic Conference Proceedings : and Ch ina Online Journa ls . 

wash lngton Post, The J' 

water Resources Abstracts J' 
Prov ides citations and abstracts to journa l artic les , boo ks, conference proceed ings , and reports on characteris tics . conserva tion , contro l, poll ut ion, treatment. 

use and managemen t of wate r resources. Materia ls are cover the physica l and life sc iences as we ll as lega l. e nginee ring , and governmen t publications . 

Web of Science J' 
A mu ltid isc iplinary database , with searchable auttio r abstracts, covering the journa l literature of the sciences ; socia l sciences; and arts & humanities . Indexes 

major journa ls across discip lines with all cited references captured. Through the Web of Sc ience , users can access the three ISi Citat ion Databases: Science 

Citat ion Inde x Expanded : Soc ial Sc iences Citation Index ; Arts & Human ities C itation Index. 

students , facully, and staff who have set up their computer using 

one of the following methods. 

• Bruin Online Proxy Server 

A browser selli ng which wil l automatica lly divert you to a 

UCLA logon page when you first access a restricted site. 

• Virtual Private Networking (VPN) 

A program you can download and install. The VPN software 

must be logged on manually before you aocess a restricted 

site, but works for all programs on your oomputer. 

• MednetVPN 

VPN for UCLA mednel users. 

• VPN for Mobile Devices 
Most tablelS and smartphones have built-in VPN software 

which can be configured to use UCLA's VPN . 

More Ways to Find Databases 

• Browsed abases by subject 

• Search b latabase title 

• Ulrich's p ~odlcals directory J' 
Bibliograp c database that indexes 250,000 serials 

~dwide. It covers all subjects, and includes 

ISI Web of Science 

Look under the “W” tab 

for “Web of Science” 



   
lnCl!M~ Jaumal Citation Repents® Em!entlal Sclomca lnd!cato ,rsSIII EndNate® 

OF SCIENCE'' 

9' Web of Sclance ™ Core Collection ~ 

uch ll 

~: oil spill* mediterranean 

ars I v I 

1900 ' v I to I 2014 v I 

,ETTINGS 

SL; n In T HeJ,p 

My Tools T Search History Ma 

Welcome to the new Web of Science! View a brii 

1 

for 
vur 

ISI Website of Knowledge 

Click on “Journal Citation Reports” 
(really tiny up at the top) 



   

 

:RS 

Select a JCR edition and year: 

! 1 JCR Science Edition 2011 • 

' JCR Social Sciences Edition 2011 • 

Select an option: 

1i View a group of journals by 

Search for a specific journal 

View all journals 

SUBMIT J 

This product is best viewed in 800x600 or higher resolut ion 
I NOTICES 

The Notices file was last updated Mon Aug 27 15:29:23 2012 

Acceptable Use Policy 
Copyright 2012 Thomson Reuters . 

ISI Website of Knowledge 

Select the 

“Science Edition” 

or the “Social 
Sciences Edition” 



   
eb of KnowledgesM 

1al Citation Reports® 

ject Category Selection 

~ THOMSON REUTERS 

1blis/ierJ by mom.son Reuters 

l. ) Se lect one or more 
catego ri es from the 11st. 

(H'ow to select more t an one) 

2) Se lect to view Jou rna l 
data ,or agg regate Category 
data. 

I BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY 
BIODIVERSITY CO S.ERVAT IO 
BIOWGY 
BIOPHYSICS. 
BIOU C HNOLOGY & APPLIED MICROB IOL OGY 
CARDIAC & CARD IOVASCULA R SYST EMS. 
CELL ,& T IS.SUE ENGINEER! , G 

Aa��:H•l!•® 

0 e View Journa l Data - sort by : [ Impact Factor 

[j ueMn I ________ _ 

Accepta
Copyrlght © 20

: l 

ISI Website of Knowledge 

Choose the  Journal  

Categories you want to 

explore (you can select 

multiple categories 

simultaneously) 
Choose how journals 

1 
 are  displayed 



   
'0 Journal Summary List Journal Title Changes 

Jou rnals from : subj ect catego ri es BIOCHEMISTRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY ; CELL BIOLOGY I<!} VIEWCATEGDRYSUMMARrnsr I 
Sort ed by: [ Im p act Factor : j I SORT AGAIH I 

Jour nals 1 - 20 (of 424) C 1 I 2. I J. 11 1 .S. I .§ I Z I .!l. I .2 I 10 l � �� �I Page 1 of 22 

I MARK ALJ. 11 UPOATT MARKED LIST I Rank ing is based on your journal and sort sel ections, 

- JCR Data ..!) - Efgenfacto r® Metrics ..!) 

Mark Rank 
Abbreviated Journal Title 

ISSN 
Total Cites ( 

,.... ""'I 
~ -Year 

,... ""'I 
(linke d to journ al information) Impact 

mpact Immediacy ~ Articles ~ Cited Efgenfacto r® Article Influence ® 
Factor 

Facto r 
Index alf-llfe Score Score 

0 1 NAT REV MOL CELL BIO 14 71 -0072 34124 - ·-- 42 .584 6.312 - 6 .3 0.1337 4 22 .235 

I 0 I 2 CELL 0092-86 74 191 22 6 33.116 35 .020 6.750 432 8.4 0.5995 0 20 .124 

~ ~ ,~ -- ., · - - nn r-.- 60002 28.054 26 .501 5.8 17 175 7 .8 0.16292 12.300 

0 4 A NNU REV BIOCHEM 0066 -4 154 20070 26.53 4 32 .970 3.250 28 >10 .0 0.049 78 17.89 0 

0 5 CA NCER CELL 1535 -6108 24929 23 .893 27 .238 4 .981 108 5.5 0.11493 14 .43 1 

0 6 CELL STEM CELL 193 4-59 09 15492 22 .151 25 .911 5.956 113 3 .7 0.11763 13.683 

0 7 A NNU REV CELL DEV BI 1081-0706 9224 20.241 19.672 0.86 4 22 8.9 0.02483 10 .877 

0 8 NAT CELL BIO L 1465 -7392 34482 20.058 21.241 4 .295 139 6 .4 0.142 73 11. 687 

0 9 CELL METAB 1550 -4 131 15636 16 .747 17.878 3.052 153 4 .5 0.0786 4 8 .209 

__(L _ 10 MOL PSYCHIATR 1359 -4 184 - 139 02 _ 15.142. 14 .196 .... 3.500 __ 132..,_ 5.4 0 .0392 1 _ 4 .672 

ISI Website of Knowledge 

You  can review  several  categories of data for each journal: 

• Rank (how  this journal  ranks against other  journals in the same category/categories) 

• Total  Citations (how  many  other publications cite this journal) 

• Impact Factor (the journal’s influence on  the field) 

• Articles (how  many  articles they  publish per year)(more articles = better chance to 

publish) 



   

 

ISi Web of Knowledge sM 

Journal Citation Reports® 

0 Journal: CELL 

r.iil, PREVIOUS 
l...:T JOURNAL 

., NEXT 
U JOURNAL 

Mark Journa l Tit le 

� CELL 

5-Year 
Impact Impact 

ISSN Total Cites Factor Factor 

0092-86 74 19 1226 33 .116 35 .020 

Cit ed Journa l Ooo Cit ing Journal Ooo Source Data Journa l Self Cit es 

CITED JOURJIAL DATA CITIJIG JOURNAL DATA I��� IMPACT FACTOR TREHD I RELATED JOURrlAL5 

Journal Information j) 

Full Jour na l Ti tl e:C ELL 
ISO Abbr ev. Titl e:C ell 
JCR Abbrev . Title :CELL 

I SSN : 0092-86 74 
Issu e s/Yea r : 26 

Language : ENGLJSH 
Jour nal Coun try / Te rr itory : UNITED STATES 

Pub lishe r :CELL PRESS 
Pub lishe r Add ress: 600 TECHNOLOGY SQUARE, 5TH FLOOR, CAM BRID GE, MA 02139 

Subje ct Categor ies: BIO CHEMI STRY & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY I SCOPE IIOTE I rl o~- V-JEw- ,o-u-Rr_lA_L _SU_M_r.l_AR_Y_L_IST~l ll/6 VIEW CATEGORY DATA 

CELL BIOLOGY I SCOPE HOTE ! I \;) VIEW rnuRrlAL SUMMARY ust ! II/fl VIEW CATEGORY DATA I 

Jou r na l Rank in Cate gori es: I~ JOURNAL RAtJKIIIG 

Journal Impact Factor J) 

Immed iacy Index 

6.7 50 

2013 JCR Science Edition 

Citable Cited Citing 
Items Half-life Half-life 

432 8.4 

Eigenfactor® Metrics 
Eigenfactor® Score 
0.59950 

Article Influence® Score 
20 .124 

.Ll 

... 

ISI Website of Knowledge 

Scroll down for more 

information about the 

journal 



   

ISi Web of Knowledge sM 

Journal Citation Reports® 

0 Journal: CELL 

r.iil, PREVIOUS 
l...:T JOURNAL 

., NEXT 
U JOURNAL 

Mark Journal Title 

� CELL 

ISSN Total Cites 

0092-86 74 19 1226, 

Cit ed Journa l Ooo Cit ing Journa l Ooo s l'ce Data 

5-Year 
I~ act Impact 

Factor Immediacy Index 

33 .116 ~ 6 .7 50 

Journal Self i"I s 

I CITED JOURJIAL DATA I I CITIJIG JOURNAL DATA I��� IMPACT FACTOR TREHD I RELATED rn uRrl AL5 I 

Journal Information j) 

Full Jour na l Ti tl e:C ELL 
ISO Abbr ev. Ti tl e:C ell 
JCR Abbrev . Ti tle :CEL L 

I SSN : 00 92-86 74 
Issu e s/Yea r : 26 

Language : ENGLJSH 
Jour nal Coun try / Te rr itory : UNITED STATES 

Pub lishe r :CELL PRESS 
Pub lishe r Add ress: 600 TECHNOLOGY SQUARE, 5TH FLOOR, CAM BRID GE, MA 

Subje ct Categor ies: BIO CHEMI STRY & MOLECULAR BIO LOGY I SCOPE tlOTE I 
CELL BI OLOGY I SCOPE HOTE 11 <Qi VIEW rn uRrlAL SUMMARY us t I [i 

Jou r na l Rank in Cate gori es: I~ JOURNAL RAtJKIIIG 

Journal Impact Factor J) 

l ~ 
~ 

2013 JCR Science Edition 

Citable Cited 
Items Half-life 

432 8 .4 

E,genfacto r® Metrics 
Eigenfactor® Score 
0.5 995 0 

Citing 
Half-life 

.Ll 

Article Influence® Score 

... 

... 

ISI Website of Knowledge 

This option allows you to see  

how the journal’s Impact Factor 

has changed over recent years 
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151 Web of KnowledgesM 

Journal Citation Reports ® 
~ RETUR~ TO 
W_J JOURNAL 

0 Impact Factor Trend Graph: CELL 
Click o n the " Return to J o ur na l" bu tto n t.o v iew t he fu ll j o ur nal info rmat io n . 

*Impact Factor·- see b1 

The j ourna l impact factor 

en .. 
0 .., 
u 
Cll 

Li. .., 
u 
Cll 
C. = 
""" 

CELL 

50 

45 
40 

35 J~----
30 

25 

20 
15 

10 

5 t---

0 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

importance, espe cia lly w t 1t: r 1 yuu cu r t t l,Jd f t:' l l lU U \.Jl~T ::, Il l U lt:' !:lodrl lt:' l l t:' IU . ru r , , ru n : lJIU l l U I Tl t:'U IL U dld CIIIU l f11U f l l ld l! U I I ur , ll ll!:lo an u u u n::r J UU fl l d l ll ll t:'::, C!I CK U t f lfl t::' "ClU fl l l U JUU rl lel l lJ Ull U fl , 

NOTE: Tit le changes and cove rage changes may result in no impact factor fo r one or mo re years in the above graph . 

2013 Impact Factor 
Cites in 201 3 to arti cles pub lished in : 2012 12312 Num ber of artic les published in: 2012 = 415 = 

2011 12624 
Sum : 249 36 

 24936 =33 .116 

= 2011 = 338 
Sum : 753 

Calculat ion :Cites to recent art icles
Number of recent art icles 75 3 

2013 JCR Science Edi

, 
I 

ISI Website of Knowledge 

The Impact Factor of this Journal from 2007 to 2011 



      

    

 

NSD DB H 

ERIH PLUS 

About 

Cr iter ia for inclu siDn 

App rova l pro cedu res 

Cont act 

Search 

Help 

Registered user 

Regist er new user 

LDgin 

Subm it new j ou rnal 

ER IH PLUS 

c/o NSD 
Harald Hil rfag res gate 29 
N-5007 Bergen, Norway 
Tel + 47-55 58 21 17 
erlhp us@nsd.u b.no 

ERIH:J~IJ-.. 
EUl«JPE.\N REfERENCE INDEX fORTllE 
HUMANITIE S AND SOCIAL SC IENC ES 

NSD Dahl Services Software eleaming lnternatiannl 

ERIH PLUS I About 11 Search 11 Log In 11 Help I 
T he Eur op ean Science Foun da ion (ESF} s igned in Janu ary 2014 a m em orandu m of un derst anding with t he No rwe gia n Social Science 

Data Serv ices (NSD } t o t ransf er th e maintenance and o perat ions of t he Europ ean Reference In dex fo r t he Humanit ies (IERI H) to NSD . 

The ERIH dat abase oper at ed by NSD is ca lled ERIH PLUS. 

Search 
Tit le or ISSN : 

Show d iscipl ines 

[ Search ] 

Bergen and Strasbo urg, 9th July 2014 
T he Europea n Scie nce Founda t ion (ESF} and t he Norwegian Social Science Data Services ( N,SD) are pleased to ann ounce t hat t he 

t ransfer of t he Euro pean Refere nce I ndex fo r t he Humanities ( ERI H) t o NSD has been mm pleted and ERI H PLUS is now access ible at 

t he NSD web s it e : 

htt p:// e ri hplus . nsd. no/ 

Following t he mem oran du m of understa nding s igned in Janu ary 2014 , NSD w ill now operat e t he new refere nce index fo r scien ifi c 

j ourn als in t he hu manit ies and so cial sciences. Our goa l is t o enh an c~ th e glob al v isibilit y of high-,quality resea rc h in t he hu maniti es and 

so cia l scie nces across Eur ope, and to faci lita te access t o research jo urn als published in all Euro pean language s. The ERIH PLUS index 

enco mp asses t he or iginal ERIH lists, w hich init ially only m ve red t he hu manit ies d isciplines . The new ref er ence index is called ERI H 

PL US, in or de r to indi cate t hat th e l ist has been exte nde d t o also inclu de social science discipli nes. 

The European Reference Index for the 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

(ERIH PLUS) http://erihplus.nsd.no/ 

http:http://erihplus.nsd.no


      

    

 

NSD DB H 

ERIH PLUS 

About 

Cr iter ia for inclu siDn 

Ap prova l proce du res 

Cont act 

Search 

Help 

Registered user 

Regist er new user 

LDgin 

Subm it new j ourna l 

ER IH PLUS 

c/o NSD 
Harald Hil rfag res gate 29 
N-5007 Bergen, Norway 
Tel + 47-55 58 21 17 
erlhp us@nsd.u b.no 

ERIH:J~IJ-.. 
EUl«JPE.\N REfERENCE INDEX fORTllE 
HUMANITIE S AND SOCIAL SC IENC ES 

NSD Dahl Services Software eleaming lnternatiannl 

ERIH PLUS I About 11 Search 11 Log In 11 Help I 
T he Europ ean Science Foun da ion (ESF} s igned in Janu ary 2014 a m em orandum of un derst anding with t he No rweg ia n Social Science 

Data Services (NSD } to t ransfe r th e maintenance and o perat ions of t he Eur opea n Refere nce In dex fo r t he Humanit ies (IERI H) to NSD. 

Th ase oper at ed by NSD is ca lled ERIH PLUS. 

http :// e ri hp lus. nsd. no/ 

[ Search ] 

e t hat t he 

access ible at 

Following t he mem oran du m of understa nding s igned in Janu ary 2014 , NSD w ill now ope rat e t he new refere nce index fo r scien ifi c 

j ourn als in t he hu manit ies and so cial sciences . Ou r goa l is to enh anc~ th e globa l v isibilit y of high-,quality resea rc h in t he hu maniti es and 

socia l scie nces across Eur ope, and to faci lita te access to researc h jo urn als published in all Euro pea n languages . The ERIH PLUS index 

enco mp asses t he or iginal ERIH lists, w hich init ially only cov ered t he hu manit ies d isciplines. The new refe r ence index is called ERI H 

PL US, in or de r to indicate t hat th e list has been exte nde d t o also inclu de soc ial science discipli nes . 

The European Reference Index for the 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

(ERIH PLUS) http://erihplus.nsd.no/ 

Search for a specific journal or click 

on “Show  disciplines” 

http:http://erihplus.nsd.no


      

   

NSD DB H 

ERIH PLUS 

About 

Cfl er ia for in clus ion 

Appr ova l prsoced u res 

Contact 

Sear ch 

Help 

Reg iste red use r 

Registe r new use r 

Login 

Subm it new j lou rn all 

ER IH PLUS 

c/o NSD 
Harald H~rfag res gate 29 
N-5007 Be· gen, Norway 
Tel +4 7-55 58 2 17 
erlhplus@nsd.u b.no 

ERIH:J~lj.. .. 
EU Fil PEAN REFEllEN CE LNDEX FORT liE 
HUMANITIE S AND SOC IAL SC LENC ES 

NSD Dahl Servi~ Softwal"e eLeaming lnternationnl 

ERIH PLUS 

ila ou a:o o 1 
I M 11 1111 ii i ltl 11 4 1 

I Abo t 11 Search 11 ,og In 11 Help I 
The Europea n Scienoe Foun dat ion (ESF) s igned in January 2014 a m em oran du m of unde r,sta nding, wirth t he Norwegi an Social sc ·ence 

Data Serviaes. (NISD) to t ransf er e maiinte 11ance and op er.at ions of t he Euro pean Refer-e11ce In dex for t h,e Humanit ies (ERI H) to NSID. 

The ERl H dat abas e operate d by SID is ca lled ERIH PLUS. 

Search 
T it le or I SS 

Hide discip lines. 

Disc ipline : 

Search hits 

The sea l'lch ,did n Gender Studies 
History 
History & Phi osophy of Scienoo 
Cu l ural Stud[es 
Library and I formatioo Science 
Media Studies and Communica ·on 
Fflm and Theatr,e Studies 
Business and Manageme t 
Economics 
Law 
Political Sciences and I tematiooal Relat ioos 
Science and Technology Studies 
Sociorogy 

Cop~ri,ght © 20 15 Nom• Social Stalislics a d Informatics 
En ·ronmen al Studies 

The European Reference Index for the 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Select the Discipline 

you want to explore. 

For this example, we’ll 

choose  “Anthropology” 



      

   

NSD DBH 

ERIH PLUS 

About 

Criter ia for in cllu si on 

Ap prova l procedu res 

Cont act 

Search 

Help 

Reg istered user 

Registe r new use r 

Log in 

Submit new j;ou rnall 

ER IH PLUS 

c/o NSD 
Harald H3rfagres gate 29 
N- 500? Ber gen, Norway 
Tel +4 7-55 58 2_ 17 
erlhplus@11sd.u b.no 

ERIH:Jil..lJ."' 
EU FD PEAN REFERENC E INDEX FORT liE 
liUMAN IT IES AND SO C IAL S C IEN C ES 

NSD Data Services Softwa re elea mi ng I nt ern at iona l 

ERIH PLUS 

o:., :., 

ila~oc a:oa~ 
I 1,111 • 1111 'I ii 1 11 4 

11 1 I' 1 11 1 

l l l l l 2 l l l 2 l l l 

I About 11 Search 11 Log In 11 Help I 
The European Science Found at ion (ESF), s igned in Janu ary 20 14 a m em oran du m of unde rst andling with t he N'orw egia n Social Science 

Data Se rv ices (NSD ), t o t ransfer th e ma int enance ancl o perat ions of t he Europ ean lt efer-enae I ndex fo r t lh,e Humanit ies ( ERI H) to NSD. 

The ERIH dat abase ope r at ed by SD is called ERIH PLUS. 

Search 
Tit le or I SSN: 

Hide diseiplines 

Discipline : 

Search hits 

II 
[ Anthrnpol'ogy 

The searc h ret urned 260 hi ts . 

1. Anrthropologica ( 
Prin t ISSN : 0003-5 459 
Country of p,ublicat ion : Can ada 
Discipline : A nt hro polog,y 

2. Kulturella perspektiv - Svensk etno
Prin t lSSN : 11 02- 7908 
Country of p,ublicat ion : Swede n 
Discipline : A n hro polog,y 

: j 

[ Sea rch j 

The European Reference Index for the 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Click on the title and you 

will be taken to the 

 
journal’s website 



      

   

Home 

Current Issue 

ANTHROPOLOGICA 
,u, ~t E.J •, r H0 d,h I+ ur '11, I+ f1.,q,'r , 11 1111"• ir1•, ',1il ,r, ~, ~ .. I' 1 

•M' ' ., ..,.._ 1,,r 
_ U, ' t ll ,ai t. , M .., 

The European Reference Index for the 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

The Journal’s webpage  will give 

you important information: 

• The audience and  focus of 

the journal 

• The editorial board (you  

might recognize someone!) 

• Sample publications 

• Style Policies 

• Submission  Guidelines 



Go  to  journal  websites 

• About this journal 

• Instructions for authors 

• Types of articles 

• What to put in cover letter 

• Examples: 

• http://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/edu/index.aspx 

• http://www.journals.elsevier.com/cognitive-

psychology/ 

http://www.journals.elsevier.com/cognitive
http://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/edu/index.aspx


Correspond with Editors 

• Number of submissions 

• Turnaround time 

• Backlog 

• Interest 

• Feedback 



Revision  for  Journal 

• Find “model paper” - same methodology! 

• 3 critical areas for revision 

• Length 

• Argument 

• Structure 



 

Argument 

• Single, simple argument 

• Types of argument 

• Argument-driven v. data-driven 



Structure 

• Introduction: broad topic, specific 

significance, outline argument and findings 



tr n R iprocit) ' and Human ialit)' 

H RB RT I TI • 

D parmumt of Eco110111ics, L 11irersity of Ma a hu ett , Amh rst. i ·.s.A. 

(Receiv d 011l - June 1 99, c pted i11 reri ed fo m, 011 2_ May _ 

1lum an group maintain a high le I of ociali t despite a low level o f relat dne- among 
grou p _member . . Tf:li paper reYi_w the cvidcn for an cmpiri ally identi fiable i rm ;f 
prosoaal ~ h~Vlor m human '. wh1 h w all ··strong recipr .ity"'. that ma in part c plain 
human s rnl1ty. trong rcc1pro ato r i prcdisp cd lo ope ra te with o thers and pun i h 
non-coopcra t r , even when this behavior annol be jus lihed in I rms o r c;,i;lended inship or 
r ipr I altruism . e pr ent a simpl m dcl. t lized but plau ible. f th evol uti onar 

f strong r iprocit . 
demi Pre 

l. lntr du ti n 

mponent. 
Ir ng re iprocator i 

precli posed to c operate with ot her and puni h 
non-co perat r , even when thi behavior can­
not be ju ·ti lied in lem1 of lf-intere t, extended 
kin hip r reciprocal altruism. e pre ent a 
impl et plau ible m el of the e olutionary 

emergence of stron reciprocit . 

2. 

group of II individual face in each time 
period a "public go ds game" in which each 
member. b · acrificing an mount c 0, contrib­
ute an amount b > c hared equally b the other 
member of the gr up (all co t and benefit are 
in fitne unit .• 



amon 

I I l 1 

I. Introdu tion 

Human group rnaintain high le el of ocialit 
de pite a lov le el of relat dne am ng group 
rnemb r . Three approa he ha e be n offer d to 
e plain thi phenom non: reciprocal altrui m 
Tti er 1971· elrod & Hamilton , 19 1 ul-
tural group ele tion a alli - forza t al. 19 1~ 
Bo d & Richer on 19 5 and geneticall ba ed 
altrui m Lum den & Wil on 19 1· imon 199 · 
Wil on & Dugatkin 1997; ob r Wil n 
199 . The e approa he are c mplementar and 
doubtl II ontribut t the e planation f 
human ocialit . The anal i of altrui m bow­
e er ha tended to rgu the plau ibilit of altru­
i m in gen r I rather than i olating particular 
human trait that might ha e emerged from 
a group I ction proce . 

Thi p p r re ie the e iden for one uch 
trait - an empiricall id ntifia ble form of pro­
o ial b ha ior in human that probabl ha 

a igrufic nt gen tic component. We can thi 

predj p ed to co per te with other and puni h 
non-coop rator e en hen thi beha ior an­
not be ju tifi d in term of elf-intere t e tended 
kin hip or re iprocal altrui m. We pre ent a 
impl et plau ibl mod I ot th olutionary 

emergence of trong re iprocit . 

2. Th ondition f r u taining oop ration 

group of 11 indi idua l face in each time 
p riod a ··public good garn ,. in which ach 
memb r b acrificing an amount > 0 contrib­
ute an amount b > hared equall b the other 
memb r of the group all co t nd benefit are 
in fitne unit .* 



Structure 

• Introduction: broad topic, specific 

significance, outline argument and findings 

• Headers and subheaders 

• Pointer phrases 

• Summary 

• Aim for “skimmability” 



 

Style 

• Use simple, direct language 

• Be concise 

• Explain and demonstrate/illustrate 

• Avoid redundant or implied language and 

jargon 

• Active v. passive voice 



Abstract 

• Why this project? 

• Topic of article 

• Methodology 

• Findings 

• Conclusions 

• Implications/recommendations 



       

  

Steps of the Process & Who is Involved 

• You submit an article (need cover letter) 



  

 

 

Article Submission: Ethics 

Can’t claim credit for same work twice: 
• Don’t submit to more than one journal at once 
• Don’t republish data 
• Don’t republish text (with some exceptions) 



 

  
 

 
   

 

  
    

    

     
 

 

    

Example  cover  letter  with  initial  submission 
Dear EDITOR, 

This letter accompanies a manuscript (Applying the Cognitive Theory of 
Multimedia Learning: An Analysis of Instructional Medical Animations) to be 
considered for publication as an original research article in Medical 
Education. The research reported in this manuscript has not received any 
external funding, nor are there any potential conflicts of interest. 

An earlier version of this study was presented at the 2012 annual meeting 
of the American Educational Research Association.  I am including a copy 
of that submission for your reference. The current paper has not been 
published elsewhere and is not under consideration at any other journal. 

This manuscript has been read and approved by all authors. All authors 
have met the requirements for authorship, and we have received 
permission to publish all figures. 

We believe these findings will appeal to the readership of Medical 
Education and will help advance scholarship in multimedia learning in the 
medical domain. Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to 
your decision. 

Sincerely, 



  
 

  

Steps  of  the  Process  &  Who  is  Involved 

• You submit an article (need cover letter) 
 article goes to editor-in-chief, then to associate 

editor 

• You wait for a response from the editor 
 associate editor sends your paper to 3 

reviewers 

 reviewers submit their reviews 

 editor looks at reviews and your article, makes 
a decision 



       

  

Steps of the Process & Who is Involved 

• You get an email from the associate editor 

with a decision 



  

  

 

 

Types of Decisions 

• Acceptance: 

• Pure Accept (extremely rare) 

• Revise minor problem and resubmit 

• Revise major problem and resubmit 

• Rejection: 

• Rejected but will entertain a resubmit 

• Rejected and dismissed 

• Rejected by editor 



   

 

Why do Editors Reject? 

• Too narrow/broad, off topic Journal-specific 

• Not scholarly (e.g., poor documentation, 

tone of course paper, not argumentative) 

Author-specific 

• Not original, not significant 

• Theoretically or methodologically flawed 

Reviewer, journal, or author-specific 



  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

Why do Editors Reject? 

“Dear author/s, 

Thank you for your recent submission to JOURNAL 1… 

As you will see, the reviewers see considerable merit in the issues 

that you are addressing… 

At the same time, the reviewers have raised some questions about 

the overall strength of the findings and whether this investigation 

provides evidence that is compelling enough to support the 

conclusions advanced in the paper.  I’m afraid that I share these 

concerns as well… 

In conclusion, I’m afraid that the evidence reported in the paper is 

not as definitive as I would like for publication in JOURNAL 1, 

despite the importance of the issues that you are addressing.  I, 

therefore, have decided to decline the opportunity to consider the 

paper any further for publication in JOURNAL 1.“ 



 

 
     

  
  

 
   

 

Embrace Rejections 

• One of the most effective ways to improve your 
scholarly work is to have other scholars tell you 
what is wrong with your writing.  Reviewers will be 
blunt and direct in ways that friends and colleagues 
might not be. 

• Rejections are not personal attacks.  Most journals 
engage in a process of blind peer-review. They 
(usually) have no idea whose paper they are 
reading.  They are judging the paper for its scholarly 
contribution, ensuring the integrity of the journal 
they represent. 



 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

Embrace Rejections 

• Revising articles in response to reviewer 

suggestions develops your skills as a writer in a 

scholarly community. For example, criticism 

offers… 

• 1) an opportunity to be more aware of how other 

scholars read and understand your material 

• 2) an opportunity to learn how to anticipate and 

respond to potential criticism in future articles 

(thus, less time spent revising future work) 



 

 
 

 
  

 

 

Is  the  journal  willing  to  consider  a  revised  

version? 
• Example 1: “…Nevertheless, I am sure these issues should 

be easy to address in a revision, and thus I am happy to 
accept the paper for publication pending major 
revisions.” 

Don’t stop reading! 

• Example 2: “ACTION: I am rejecting this version of the 
manuscript, but strongly encouraging a revision if you 
are able to address the concerns above. Should you revise 
the manuscript, I will read the revision to make a 
decision and only send it out to reviewers if I feel 
unsure whether these concerns have been adequately 
addressed. I do not want to have a lengthy process with 
multiple re-revisions, so I will try to decide on the next 
version whether the paper should be accepted or not.” 



       

  

 

  

Steps of the Process & Who is Involved 

• You get an email from the associate editor 

with a decision 

• Depending on the response… 
• Respond to reviews by: 

1. altering manuscript 

2. documenting changes 

3. writing another cover letter & resubmitting 



  

 

 

 

      How to Respond to “Revise & Resubmit” 

1) Often, editors will divide their concerns into 

“major” and “minor” issues 

2) Take note of this, and also note similarities 

among reviewers 

3) Respond to EVERYTHING 

4) Make changes (include page numbers or 

paste new text into the response letter) 

5) Get feedback from co-authors, revise again 

6) Write cover letter to editor 



 

 

  

  

 

  

   

  How to Respond in your Cover Letter 

EDITOR: “…Second, and that was a more important 

concern for me. Why CTML as a theory and are there any 

competing theories? To be quite honest, I don’t know…I think 

that an addition of these arguments to your paper would 

seriously strengthen your paper. So, please provide a more 

explicit rationale as to why you decided to use CTML as a 

theoretical framework for your analyses.” 

RESPONSE: “Although there are many general theories of 

learning, there is no theory as comprehensive as CTML for 

learning from multimedia materials. We have attempted to 

convey this fact (first paragraph, page 4), as well as any 

major caveats associated with CTML (pages 5, 6), in the 

revised manuscript in an effort to present a more critical 

perspective.” 



   

   

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  How to Respond in your Cover Letter 

Sample cover letter text: 

“Both Reviewer 1 and 2 suggested that we add additional 

analyses that compared the last habituation trial to the test trials. 

Reviewer 1, for example, suggested that this may help to clarify 

the null results of Experiment 2. The analysis has been included 

for both Experiment 1 and Experiment 2. In our view, it solidifies 

the idea that infants in the non-sticky mittens condition (and those 

in Experiment 2) responded qualitatively differently to the events 

than infants in the sticky-mittens condition of Experiment 1 

because… 

“We would also like to thank the reviewer for directing us to 

the excellent paper by Schlottman, Ray, and Surian (2009). We 

have now included a brief discussion of the ‘basic’ causality 

representation to which they refer. Consequently, the text reads…” 



        

 

 

 

  

   

 

  

  

  

When you don’t want to do what the 
reviewer wants… 

REVIEWER: “…That’s a long way of saying, I’d love to see the 
results replicated with a longer delay between learning and testing.” 

Meaning: add an experiment 

RESPONSE: “We thank the reviewer for this suggestion and agree 

that while a longer delay to testing would be very informative, this is 

likely a good avenue for a future line of experiments that 

parametrically vary retention interval and presentation durations. We 

have added a paragraph in the general discussion on pages 28-29 

remarking on the benefits of disfluency observed at a delayed test in 

Deimand-Yauman et al. (2010) to express the value of such a line of 

research, and also note the need to include varying delays in order to 

study these potential effects in greater detail.” 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Who is in charge? 

REVIEWER: “…I suggest major revision to the manuscript to 

include additional experiments that can provide substantive 

evidence to advance theory” 

EDITOR: “Reviewer 3 suggests additional studies to pinpoint young 

infants' failure. While I will not require more experiments at this 

point in the review cycle, it will be helpful to suggest specific 

future pathways to understand the nature of development.” 

RESPONSE: “The revised manuscript contains discussion of 

several potential follow-up experiments that could contribute to 

understanding statistical learning ability in infancy. First, the 

manuscript describes an additional experimental design that could 

be used to clarify… Second, we have detailed specific future 

pathways to examine how…” 



The  Cover  Letter 
Dear AUTHOR, 

I'm appending  four reviews of your JAS submission.  All four reviewers see  merit in  

the manuscript, but reviewers 3 and  4 especially  offer significant criticisms  that 

seem  reasonable to me.  In this circumstance, I cannot accept the present 

manuscript for publication, but I would  be  prepared  to consider a version that was 

heavily  revised to meet the reviewers' criticisms  and suggestions. 
Article title re-stated; 

if you’ve  been  given  
a manuscript ID 

 number, include  that 

too. 

If  you  are  happy  to revise your manuscript… 

Dear EDITOR, 

Thank you  for your letter of April  29, 20 09  and for the  opportunity  t

resubmit  my  article, “Modeling Wood Acquisition Strategies from  ✓
o 

Archaeological  Charcoal Remains,”  for potential  publication in the Journal 
Comment about 

how  helpful the  

reviews were 

of  Archaeological  Science.  I f ound the extensive and well-reasoned 

comments of the four reviewers to be most  helpful i n improving the 

manuscript. I n the attached manuscript, I have   significantly  revised the 

theoretical  structure of the argument in line with the reviewers’  
comments and addressed several minor suggestions and corrections 

Statement that article 

is now  significantly  

revised, indicate  that 

letter details changes 

outlined in the reviews. I n this letter,  I detail t  he changes made to the 

manuscript  based on the four reviews and your editorial  comments. 

The major criticism  of Reviewers  3 and 4 dealt with... 



       

 

 

Steps of the Process & Who is Involved 

• After resubmitting, you wait while either: 

 the associate editor sends your paper out for 

another round of review (typically to the same 

3 reviewers) 

 OR editor makes a decision him/herself 



 

 

   

 

  

  

 

   

    

   

    

Once it’s accepted…you’re not done! 

“Dear author/s, 

It is a pleasure to accept your manuscript…in its current form for 

publication in JOURNAL… 

Please read the instructions below carefully: 

FINAL MANUSCRIPT 

1) Ideal format for the final files… 
2) Please provide a cover page with the author details and acknowledgments… 

COPYRIGHT FORM 

Please sign the attached Copyright Transfer Agreement and send it directly to the 

publishers at the address below… 

PUBLICATION PROCESS 

Unfortunately at this stage we cannot tell you which issue your work will appear in 

as the contents of each issue are decided nearer the time…At present the 

generation of proofs is not immediate, so you may have to wait to receive 

them…” 



 

 

After Acceptance 

• Schedule additional articles 

• Aim for diverse journal outlets 

• May be a reviewer for journal 



    

   

Establish yourself as a researcher! 

• Upload papers to academia.edu or 

personal website (if copyright permits) 

• Create Google scholar account to track 

your publications & individual impact factor 

(h-index) 

• Create a ResearcherID (particularly if you 

have a common name or have changed 

your name) 

http:academia.edu



